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Intensive Training for Graduates
Members of the graduating class of the Army Medical

School consisting of sixty-nine officers of the Medical Corps
of the Regular Army on the completion of their course in
Washington will be sent about the last of May to the Medical
Field Service School at Carlisle Barracks, Pa., for an inten¬
sive course of six weeks in field training beginning the first
week in June.

Wants Appropriation for Station
The United States Public Health Service will ask Congress

at its special session for $200,000 to improve and equip the
quarantine station at New York City. The inrush of immi¬
grants to the United States during the past year has made
the facilities for examining, delousing and fumigating per¬
sons passing through this station wholly inadequate and much
delay has been experienced in handling immigrants. The
United States Public Health Service took over this station
from the state of New York last year.

Training Camp for Medical Students
Plans are being outlined by the Surgeon-General of the Army

for the summer training camp for members of the Reserve
Officers' Training Corps. The camp will be located at Car¬
lisle Barracks and will be operated by the Medical Depart¬
ment in connection with its Medical Field Service School.
It is expected that 150 medical, dental and veterinary students
will attend. The course will begin June 6 and end July 16.
Medical students, who have taken the Reserve Officers' Train¬
ing Corps courses at various universities of the country, will
make up the personnel of the camp.

Executive Officer Appointed to Handle Correspondence for
Public Health Service

Surg.-Gen. Hugh S. Cumming has assigned Surg. J. D.
Long to duty as executive officer in the United States Public
Health Service and he will have complete charge of the
handling of all correspondence in the Surgeon-General's
office. The appointment was made because of the large
amount of work that has been thrown on the Surgeon-General,
making it impossible for him to handle all the details of his
office. Surg. John L. Long was director of health in the
Philippine Islands for a number of years, was associated
with plague work conducted by the United States Public
Health Service in California and recently was supervisor of
hospital operations on the Western Coast.

Public Health Service Urges State Laws Concerning
Children

Surgeon-General Cumming of the United States Public
Health Service is urging the adoption of recommendations
made by the National Child Health Council in the revision
of children's laws by states now drawing up a new code.
Some of the recommendations insist that all restrictions on

local expenditures for the health of mothers and children
should be repealed and that definite facilities for the educa¬
tion of prospective mothers, their protection in industry and
the supervision of their health be adopted. Statutes are urged
giving the state health departments the authority to license
and supervise all midwives, to require the immediate report¬
ing of all inflammatory conditions of the eyes of the new¬

born and their proper treatment. Births, including still¬
births, should be promptly reported to local registrars under
the health department. All maternity homes should be
licensed and supervised. Pasteurization under the inspection
of the state of all uncertified milk and its proper handling
is included in the recommendations.

LONDON
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

March 14, 1921.
"The Age of Consent"

Under the present law, "the age of consent" to acts with
children between the ages of 13 and 16 and "reasonable cause
to believe" that a girl was above the age of "consent" allowed
for seduction (16 years) are defenses. The Bishop of London
has introduced into the House of Lords a bill to take away
these defenses and also to raise the age of "consent" to 17
years. The proposals have given rise to controversy in the
press. Sir Herbert Stephen, a well-known jurist, considers
that they will tend to facilitate, and so increase, the crimes
which they are intended to suppress. His point is that the
criminal law is an extremely powerful engine for the diminu-
tion of crime so long as it has the full support of the public
morality on which it is based, but is of little or no use when
that support is wanting. He is satisfied that according to
the present morality the immoral acts which are not now

unlawful, but are proposed to be made so by the Bishop,
ought to be treated as sins and not as crimes. He does not
think that it is the feeling of the public that when two young
persons are guilty of unchastity or immodesty, and the girl
is old enough to take care of herself, the man ought to be
legally punished. Indeed, he thinks that the present law is,
as it ought to be, a shade in advance of public feeling in the
direction of stringency, but not more than the public will
tolerate. If the Bishop's proposals are adopted, he believes
that juries will refuse to convict because they will regard
the law as too severe. In the debate on the bill, Lord Dawson
(physician to the London Hospital) said that in certain
respects the bill was liable to do evil. After 16, boys devel¬
oped slowly and steadily, but girls were apt sometimes to
develop rapidly and in a few months to pass from girlhood
to womanhood. This was particularly likely to occur in those
sexually precocious girls to whom the bill particularly
applied. In such circumstances it was difficult to throw the
whole blame for sexual misdoing on the man. Just in pro¬
portion as the girl became a conscious sexual agent she
would be jointly to blame. If satisfied that a girl over 16
did not develop into a conscious sexual agent, he would be
in favor of raising the age; but the moment she did so she
must share the responsibility for a sexual offense. It was

not fair to throw the whole onus on the youth—he was not
concerned with the man of 25 and upward who had reached
a stage in which he was quite capable of forming a stable
opinion. They must do one of two things : either leave the
age where it was or make both the male and the female
responsible to the law for any sexual offense. He did not
think that the problem of promiscuous intercourse could be
solved in the main by legislation but by social reform. The
bill was read a second time.

Poisoning by Illuminating Gas
Before a committee recently appointed by the board of

trade to consider the question of limitation of carbon mon-

oxid in illuminating gas, Dr. J. S. Haldane gave important
evidence. He said that the poisonous action of the gas was

entirely due to carbon monoxid. The lowest proportion which
in time would produce nausea and headache and other symp¬
toms was 0.2 per cent., but in some experiments he was able
to endure up to 0.6 per cent, without symptoms, as the result
of acclimatization. When pure coal gas was supplied the
risk of poisoning was negligible; but when carburetted water
gas, containing about four times as much carbon monoxid as
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coal gas, was supplied the risk increased about sixty-four
fold. The chief danger was due to burners turned on acci¬
dentally in bedrooms. He allowed pure coal gas containing
about 7 per cent, of carbon monoxid to escape in a room of
about 1,000 cubic feet at the rate of about 40 or 50 cubic feet
per hour and found it almost impossible to get a poisonous
atmosphere at the sleeping level ; the gas tended to go to the
roof, and descended only in small proportions. But when the
carbon monoxid in the gas was increased to, say, 20 per cent,
a poisonous atmosphere was readily produced. In a room of
the size mentioned, the final percentage given by gas contain¬
ing 5 per cent, of carbon monoxid was 0.05; 10 per cent., 0.09;
15 per cent, 0.13, and 20 per cent., 0.18. The lowest per¬
centage which would endanger life in twelve hours varied
according to the susceptibility of the person from 0.15 to 0.3.
Dr. Haldane therefore suggested that a maximum of 20 per
cent, of carbon monoxid in illuminating gas should be laid
down. At an inquiry conducted twenty years ago he sug¬
gested 12 per cent, but the distribution of gas and the pat¬
tern of burners had improved since then. Other witnesses
called were two chief engineers and a chief chemist of gas
undertakings. They were strongly against any limit for car¬

bon monoxid. One, who represented the company which
supplies the greater part of London, stated that in ten years
during which the largest quantity of carburetted water gas
had been supplied by his company, fifteen deaths occurred
from accidental inhalation and eleven from suicide, and in
three cases the deaths of sick people had been accelerated.

Sir Felix Semon
The death of Sir Felix Semon at the age of 72 removes

a man who was in his day the foremost laryngologist in this
country and famous throughout the world. The son of a

Berlin Jewish stockbroker, he studied medicine at Heidelberg,
and during the Franco-Prussian War served as a volunteer
with the Prussian guard. When the war ended he resumed
his medical studies, and took the M.D. degree at Berlin in
1873. He then studied at Vienna and Paris, paying special
attention to diseases of the throat and nose, and became
expert in the use of the laryngoscope, which had only recently
been introduced into medicine. Finally he came to London,
where in 1875 he was appointed assistant at the Throat Hos¬
pital, Bolden Square, and in 1877 physician. In 1882 he
became physician in charge of the throat department, St.
Thomas' Hospital, and in 1888 laryngologist to the National
Hospital for the Paralyzed and Epileptic, Queen's Square.
His contributions to laryngology are classical. Perhaps the
most important is that known as Semon's law : "In all pro¬
gressive lesions of the centers and trunks of the motor laryn-
geal nerves, the abductors of the vocal cords succumb much
earlier than the adductors." In conjunction with Sir Victor
Horsley he elucidated the central motor innervation of the
larynx, and showed that it was practically impossible for a

one-sided cortical lesion to produce laryngeal paralysis. A
generalization of great practical importance which followed
from his researches is that abductor paralysis (which may be
associated with adductor) is due to organic disease, while
adductor paralysis is in the great majority of cases func¬
tional, more rarely myopathie, and then usually due to catarrh.
His work on malignant disease of the larynx also is epochal.
He showed that of all parts of the larynx the cords were the
most prone to attack; he described the early symptoms and
elaborated the early diagnosis, and advocated and did much
to establish laryngofissure—an operation which has saved
thousands of patients throughout the world from avoidable
mutilation. Of his other numerous papers, two may be men¬

tioned as not only important but of general interest : "On the
Probable Pathological Identity of the Various Forms of Acute
Septic Inflammation of the Throat and Neck, Hitherto

Described as Acute Oedema of the Larynx, Oedematous
Laryngitis, Erysipelas of the Pharynx, Phlegmon of the
Pharynx •Tid Larynx, and Angina Ludovici ;" and "The
Therapeutic Value of Complete Vocal Rest During Sanato¬
rium Treatment of Laryngeal Tuberculosis." In 1884 he
founded the Centralblatt für Laryngologie, which he edited
for twenty-five years. He was an accomplished pianist as

well as a musical composer, and an excellent raconteur. He
leaves three sons, one of whom is Dr. Henry Semon, *
dermatologist.

PARIS
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

March 18, 1921.
The Touching History of Mme. Dr. Madeleine Br\l=e`\s

The medical profession has been greatly moved by the sad
plight of Mme. Madeleine Br\l=e`\s,the first French woman to
secure the degree of doctor of medicine. Nearly fifty years
have elapsed since she gained this distinction, and now she is
old (past 80) and blind and entirely without resources. Mme.
Br\l=e`\swas matriculated as a student of medicine in 1868 at
the medical school of the University of Paris. Two years
later the Franco-Prussian War broke out. Madame Br\l=e`\s,
who was then in the midst of her studies\p=m-\marriedand the
mother of three children\p=m-\requestedthe privilege of serving
as hospital intern and was attached to the service of Profes-
sor Broca, in the H\l=o^\pitalde la Piti\l=e'\,where she stayed
throughout the siege of Paris. This hospital was bombarded,
and several shells fell into the wards under Professor Broca
and exacted their toll of victims. Of Mme. Br\l=e`\s'services in
his department Broca speaks in these terms : "Mme. Brès
entered my service in the capacity of élève stagiaire (student
assistant) in 1869. In September, 1870, several internships
being vacant, owing to the fact that the occupants had been
summoned to military hospitals, it became necessary to appoint
provisional interns. Mme. Brès, at my suggestion, was
selected as provisional intern. She held that office during the
two sieges of Paris, and remained until July, 1871. Her duties
were always well performed and her conduct was irreproach¬
able." The director of the hospital says, in a similar vein:
"Mme. Brès was always conspicuous by her zeal, her devotion
and her excellent conduct. She was of great aid to us, espe¬
cially during the recent insurrection." Professors Gavarret,
Paul Lorain, Sapey and Dean Wurtz commend her thus : "By
her zeal for work, her ardor in the hospital service and her
perfect conduct and bearing, we are pleased to state that
Mme. Brès has justified our departure in opening our courses
to students of feminine sex. Mme. Brès has won the respect
of all the students with whom she has been associated." In
spite of such testimonials, in 1871, the Conseil de surveillance
de l'assistance publique denied her the right to compete for
an internship, lest thereby an undesirable precedent might be
created. Notwithstanding this rebuff, Mme. Brès continued
her studies. In 1875 she passed her examination, and the
subject of her thesis was "De la mamelle et de l'allaitement."
From that time on, she practiced in Paris—modestly and
quietly—devoting herself to the diseases of women and chil¬
dren. In order to bring relief to Mme. Brès in her present
condition, an appeal was made to the Association générale
des médecins de France. But, according to the by-laws of
the Association générale, no one outside its own membership
may be given aid. Mme. Brès had not been a member of the
association. She had lived isolated—en sauvage, as we say—
and had not been connected with any mutual aid societies.
In view of this state of affairs, Mme. Dr. Alice Sollier has
taken the initiative and has opened a subscription in favor of
Mme. Brès. Gifts may be sent to Mme. Dr. Alice Sollier,
Sanatorium de Boulogne, 145, route de Versailles, à Boulogne-
sur-Seine.
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